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Detection & Prevention of Schoof Violence




PRESS RELEASE:

The Japanese are coming to Arkansas September 6, 2001 (click to learn more).   Japan’s Ministry of Education is looking to the United States for answers to their rising school related youth violence. In doing so, they are sending Duo Creative Communications, a San Francisco based Japanese production company, to Rogers, Arkansas to film a training seminar on school violence. The seminar, CERTIFICATION TRAINING: ASSESSMENT OF EARLY WARNING SIGNS IN AT-RISK STUDENTS, is being presented September 6, 2001 at the Rogers Multimedia Center by Keys To Safer Schools.com or Keys for short. This national school violence prevention group is based in Bryant, Arkansas and was sought out by the Japanese for help in developing a documentary to be aired during prime time in Japan later this year. Included in the program with Keys To Safer Schools.com will be the Los Angles Police Department's School Resource Officers (S.R.O.'s), Boot Camps and the North Arkansas Regional Wilderness Camp/Serious Offender Camp.  The thrust of the program is to raise awareness of a growing problem of school related violence in Japan and available answers to the problem. Kay Okamoto of Duo writes, “Japan is facing a disturbing increase in violence among students, particularly at the middle and high school level. The US, likewise, has been dealing with such problems for some time now, and has thus taken a variety of measures to correct them. Our production company hopes to introduce those different programs to Japanese viewers." Keys was selected from a field of such organizations because their training is practical and hands-on rather than academic or theoretical. The specific training to be filmed features detailed information about school shootings across America (See Interactive Map of School Shootings) and the common traits possessed by each of the shooters. These traits have been referred to as the Early Warning Signs. This training will certify the attendees in the use of a one-page Assessment Tool that lists and ranks the warning signs. A spokesman for Keys said that they were very honored to have been chosen for this project. “It was not a competitive process,” he said, “they simply called us one day and asked if we would agree to do this. It seems they had been tracking our website activity for some time.” Keys To Safer Schools.com, a name that demonstrates their Internet connection, operates an extensive site on the world wide web where they offer training, services, materials and books related to the detection and prevention of school violence. Frank Green, Executive Director of Keys, said that this is an excellent opportunity for Rogers School District and others in the area to take advantage of Certification Training that is being underwritten by outside sources. Green said, “Rogers was a natural choice for such training. We have found them to be a very progressive school district. In fact, they have already implemented the entire Assessment Model in their District, which means they have trained all school staff on how to observe and report the Early Warning signs; they have identified and certified Assessment Teams; and they have trained their School Resource Officers. We are delighted that their Superintendent, Dr. Janie Darr, has invited other schools to take advantage of this underwritten training along with them and to be a part of helping our Japanese neighbors with a problem we know all too well.”

Should anyone need more information or desire to attend, they should contact Keys To Safer Schools.com by email: Keys@KeysToSaferSchools.com or by phone at (501) 847-5225.
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